
 
BUILDING HISTORY 
The land around Prairie and Grove was initially covered with homes, many of which were boarding 
houses for workers from the Watch Factory. Most of these were razed to make room for new 
construction. Imago occupies a 1925 building at 216-18 Prairie Street. Originally built to accommodate 
the Elmer Daus Packard Dealership. The current area in the front of the building was the car 
showroom and the rear was the service area. 

Over the next decade, Daus supplied Elgin with not only Packards, but later with Reos, DeVauxes, and 
Hupmobiles. By 1937, Earl “Mad Man” Muntz owned the building and sold Chryslers from the 
showrooms. In 1938, Muntz moved to the west end of the block and opened a Chevrolet 
dealership. The building was then occupied by the Elgin Auto Rebuilders until after the war when 
Davidson Dodge of St. Charles opened their Elgin branch at 216-18. The strip of real estate extending 
south towards the Watch Factory became “ Auto Row”. When Davidson’s went out of business an auto 
parts store moved in and the following years the building was home to various political organizations 
and a painting company.  

Imago moved into the building in 2012 and began extensive interior renovations. After replacing 
flooring, changing the wall configuration, and upgrading the plumbing and electrical systems, the 
owners moved to create a new positive event venue for Elgin.

The walls have been removed in the former auto showroom, and it now holds a bright, spacious, open 
event space. The repair shop in the rear of the building houses additional event space, a kitchen and a 
meeting suite. The exposed brick walls and massive wooden truss roof beams are reminders of the 
building craft of years gone by.

In addition to housing an event space, it is home of offices of Imago Creative (imagocreative.com), a 
video and graphic design agency specializing in storytelling. 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
The building features the original brick walls and an exposed timber barrel roof made with bow truss 
construction – a.k.a. Bowtruss, Belfast, or BuildFast. The 14 Skylights were a part of the original 
building, but the glass has since been replaced. 

A Belfast truss was a timber roof structure apparently designed and first used for industrial scale sheds 
in the town of Belfast, Ireland in the 1860’s. Such trusses were originally designed for use with tarred 
roofing felt laid onto timber boarding. In the early 19th century the requirement for clear span industrial 
buildings brought about the development of a variety of timber truss types to meet the demand for 
efficient wide span industrial buildings.

The resultant shape of a Belfast Truss is that of a bow-strung girder which is a close approximation to 
the bending moment diagram for an evenly distributed load. It is considered an economical type of truss 
as it makes use of material of small section, in reasonably short lengths with nailed joints. It has been 
suggested that the roof form developed partly in an attempt to utilize the short offcuts from the timber 
trade. The speed of construction of the Belfast roof had great advantages over other forms of roof 
construction. In America, the Belfast roof was also known as the ‘Build Fast’ roof. The speed of 
construction was due to the fact that it was nailed and prepared on the ground and then hoisted up  
into position.
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